
There have been three periodE in the history of the Xi
Deuteron Chapter of Phi slqha Kappa:

IgE FIRST PERIOD 1921-1945

The  f1 r6 t  pe r iod  f rom 1921 ,  when  omeg8  Be ta  S ig ra  vas
fiEst concelved, formed, and develoPed with the help of
Brother John R- Sanford. To the end of WWII
Brothe:: Sanford wa6 alBo the qulding qenius ttho planned and
dld rno6t of th6 work i .eadlng to our charter aE the Xi
Deuteron chapter of Phl Slglna Kepp8, to the end of, l lWII.

Brother ThomaE N. Johnston recently retired
s\rperintondent of the KnoxviILe Clty School. System, vaE a
charter mehber, and Presideht of the chapter 1n 1926. so
far as I know, he vras al6o the f irgt chapter Advigor,
Bervlng fron 1926 untt l  1942 when he {ent lnto thc arned
forces. Brother Johnston probably did nole to keep this
chapter on the Universlty of Tonnessee during Lhoee crit ical
yeais than Eny one else. HistorY recordE that the J'ate
l92O 's  was  the  l a rges t  boom o f  f a l se  egonomy eve r  reco rded
th thls gr€et nstlon of ours Flotida Land Boome cohpeted
v i th  WaI I  S t ree t .  and  eve ryone  waE a  po ten t l a l  n lLL iona i re
who had only to inve6t in the Etock harket or buy Elortde
r6a l  ea ta te  to  s t r i ke  i t  r i ch .

It  vas durinq lhece yearE thet the chaPter conceiv€d
and buil t  hat l tas Eo fa! as I have been able to learn, waa
the f lrst frsternity houae ever constlucted on thls campu6'
It  was buil t  at 1816 W. Cumberland Avenue, f inanced by
deficlt-f inuncing. fhat ls, i t  had both a f lr5t and second
mortgage, and rrol le of the fraternlty'6 money wes involved
becauee this young chapter had none

short ly after the houae was conPleted came the great

Stock Market crash of 1929 fol lowed by the collapEo of the
Elorida Land Boom and fhe G!€at Dspr666lo!I of the 1930'6_
One who hos not l ived through those Erih yearE can nevet
v i sua l i ze  wha t  t hey  were  l i ke .  su i c idA  jn  those  days  was
the popuLar paEt t ime aE f inancial fai. Iure fol lowed
f inanc ia l  f a l l u re .

YouDg nen desir i .ng an educatlon, vith couraqe and
optinisnr hitch-hlked aIId rode the lai ls to get to
K;oxvi l ,Le, often arriving with bslely 6uff lclenc m-oney to

l"y tf t- l t ' t . , i t i" t t .  Prac€ical ly .wery *tt t- i 'n thc chaPtcr had

i i , . . i- i i . .  Jobs, working as bus boy at the store, and at

Mil lels f,or their meals. col lege graduatee soLd app_Le6 on
stleet corners, I j .ned up ln PubLic eoup l ines, and lrorked at

tnanua l  l abo r  on  Hork  P rog reBs  Adh ln iE t ra t i on  P ro locEs



The young Chapter struggled on untl l  the Sprlnq of 1936
when both mortgageE on the nev house were f lnal ly
foreclosed. The Chapter tt len leased a house at 945 Te:nple
Avenue. The rent was only $90-00 a month' but the chapter
often had trouble ralEing that. Brother toftny Johnston, one
of the few who had Job6, was an eagy touch during ttroBe
days. The Chapter borro!,red froh him to Pay intatest on
hortgag6s on 1{hlch none of the princlpal payments could be
lnet, and later to pay rent at 945 Tehple Avenue. One of hia
1a6t acts, prior to enterinq the Atmy ln L941, va6 to lelrd
the chapter $200.00, probably realizod from the Bale of hla
cBr. chapter mlnutes durlng thoae years recordod qulte a
fer,r loane from brother Johngtoh, but I have neve! €een eny
record of any l9an repalment,

The chapter, hotrever, won many honore, held hany high
off ices, and won many lntermural and other canpus events.
In the f,aII quarter of 1942, the chapter gtarted wjth 45
rnerdberg afte! ruah EeBaon, a sizeable Chapter in those
Pre-War days. By December, only 21 men rehainEd and bY
March, 1943, only 6even Phi Sigs w€re left on the canpus as
the brothers went into nll l taty gervice.

The Unlversity agreed to take ove! our l6ase at 945
TbnpLe,  and conver ted  the  houEo in to  a  g l r l ' a  dormi to ry .
The seven renainlng brother6 moved lnto the Delta sigrna Phi
House which was formerly located at the corner of 17th
street and Ro66 Avenue. wlth the end of the spring 9uarter'
only one actlve hember of Phj. Sigma Kappa remained on the
carnpue. Before ho left for the war, Brother BIIIy Bob
carler, chapter presldent during 1941-43, vith the h€Lp of
the Iocal alunnl, init iated the one renainlng pledEe 60 that
one Ph1 Sig would be left on the Canpus.

Th€re lta6 alvqyB one or more Phi slgs on tho camPu6
during thos6 war'torn year6, and a Phi sig newBletter
follolred th€ brothelE In the armed services to all- far
cornere of the world glving them newE of each other' Often
s brother readlng hi6 ne$Iy arrivod new6letter would note
that a brothAr Phl slg was gtationed onLy a fevr rniles avaY'
and there would be a joyouE reunion- Phi Sigs' nany fron
otho! chapters, conti;ually wroto in asking to be put on the
mailing Ilst for ttri E new6letter'

Vllth the endlng of tJLe !rar' thouqht6 turnsd to
reestablishlng the ;hapter on the canPu6. Durlng the fall
q\rarter of 1.9i5, there- were 12 Phi Sigs on the canpu6' and
ie held our neetj"ng in Ayre6 Hall, ol ln good lteather , at
t l .e bas€ of the f1;9 pola in t} le rear of Ayer€ HaII

Plans to re_forn the Chapter ]tere discussed_
Unfortuhately, the chaPter hsd no physj.cal asEets-'  Brother
J, Bryant Ki; i<rand, now DoBn of Educatlon et North catol ina
gtate; Brother Joe EIl iot, Editor of the Progr€6sive Farner



Magazlne; and Brother Jim Anderson who was later to serve a6
adminlstrativ6 aa6J.Ftant to Dr. Brelun during hl6 years aE
pr66ldent, vere oh the faculty at '  UT , and served aB a
mehbe! of ths AIUMi Advlsory corMlitt€€ vhen th6 chapter
cloBed do\tn j .n 1943 and during the war years. our old
furniture vas sold, after the un:verslty tooh over our Lea8e
a t  945  l snp le ,  t o  a  j unk  deaLer  fo r  $30O-O0 ,  wh lch  was  u6ed
to pay of t tre otrapt€r'b indsbtedneoE, a6 :far aa it  l tould gto,
at the rBte of ten oentB on the dollar.

PERIOD II 1945-1966

With the ending of WI,|I I ,  phl SigE begen to r€turn to
the campus. l lo had no hou6e, no furniture, no money, and
nothj.ng to return to except a bond of, brotherhood cemented
by  nemor iee  o f  P re -War  f ra te rn j . t y  l i f e ,Th i s  bond  wa6
strengthened by the nensletterE which during thoae four var
y€sr6, contlnuee thie brotherhood -

there were no hou€e€ vere for r6nt ln those days, The
establlslunent. of Oak Rldge and the growth og TVA had
developed KnorviLl,e lnto one of the nation's crl t lcal
houging Ehortageg. Nevertheless, we looked for a hou6e to
rent for many week6. Severa! t lnes duling tho6e days, ve
paEeed the corner at Laulel Avenue and 13IH Street, and the
hou6e at 1301 Laurel Avenue alwayB caught our eye. We
fingl.Iy decided to buy ths house at 1301 Laurel Awenue.

A brother ln taw school checked ths t l t l€ of thi6
property and discoverBd lt  waa ovnod by Maryvi l le CoIlege.
one of the brothere hitch-hiked to Marwil le to tal.k to lhe
president of the CoILeEe r\rho advieed hin that the hou6e was
not for EaIe. He wae referred to the chairnan of the
Marwll1e ColIege Flnance Committee.

with the help of, Brother Klrkland and Brother L-8.
Bolt, who was then ar. attorney for the T.. , a fornal bid for
$14.O00 vas drafted and submitted.

After several weeks, lre were advised that there were
other bldder6, but thrat if $'e would raiBe our bid to
$ I8 ,500,  Marwi l la  Co l l6g6 pre fer red  to  s€1I  to  u6 .  Aga in ,
1ro tnet nith BrotherE Kirkland and Bolt and our bld waa
formally revigsd to 919,5o0 vhich }raE accepted.

The rnen in th6 chapter dug into their pockets and
$900.00 earnest money was borrowed from the f,oll"owing activ€
menibei6:

Bro the r  P .B  Con l .ey  J r .
B ro the r  M .  c .  M i l l e r  J r .
Brothor L-C- I louEe
Brother Jack Black
Bro the !  W.o  schaad  J r .
Brother Henrv I l .  Herbert



Blother EarI schoening 1ta6 secretary-Trea6urer of the Grahd
chapter (whlch had almost qone broke during the War). t{e
perguad€d the endowment trugtees to aglee to lend u9 one
do l l a r  f o r  each  do lLa r  ne  ra i sed  Ioca I I y ,  e i t he r  f ron  Ioane
or donations fron their dwindled endovment fund.

very l i t t le noney vas raleed, but from wj,thin the
chapter agaln, rnostly f,ron Brother6 Helbert and schaad,
addit ional funde vere raised to total $2,500. Although the
Grand Chapter had agre€d to and was agreeable tg matching
thj,a, cornpLications developed which prevented our taking
advantAge of the Grand chapter'6 offer,

Another chapter neeting va6 held, att€nded by Brother'B
Kirkland and Bol.t.  Th16 t ine i t  was ln our new houBe at
1301 Laurel Avenue, a house bare of furniture, in Augrust of
1946. Again brother's Schaad and l{6rbe!t }rere calLed on,
and again, they reEponded. Bach agreed to incr€age his
to ta l  Loan  to  93 ,000 .  Th i s  gave  us  a  to ta l  o f  $7 ,400  ra i sgd
f,rom loans t i thin the chapter snd from Brothers Bott and
Kirklqnd, at a t lne ,, \ 'hen paEt hiEtory rnad6 a loan alnoEt the
€quivalent of a donation becauge of the great uncertalnty
that the loan vould eve! be repaid. No one was more avare
of that thah the men i.n ttre chapter and eEpeclal ly the
b ro the rs  who  made  the  }oana .

l 'ortunatoly, wi!h the aBslstancc of Erothers BoIt and
Klrkland, sound f inancla] plan6 \dere made by a ohapter
dotermln€d not to repeat the Pr€-war rqiBtakes where unpaid
henber's biIIE alnost bankrupted the fraternlty and even
durlng 1942-43, cr6ditors sat in our l iving room walt lng the
t reaoure r ' 6  re tu rn  f ron  c las6 .  A I I  f l nanc ia l  con t ro l  wa .s
veoted ln the Xi Deuteron Aluhni AsBociatioh to be eterci.sod
through a f lnance coflmittee conposed of the f ive active
brotherE who had rnade the Loans, my661f, and brother6
Kirkland and Bolt. The chapter i tself would have no voLce
in chapter f inance6 unt11 ttrese Ioans vere repald. I
r€glgned as president, to be succeeded by brother L.C.
Houae, and vag hlred as the f irst Post-t lar Treasurer in
charge of aII chapter bu6inesE activit leF, qctualfy serving
a6 treesurer, houEe manager, gterrard, and re6ponslble only
to thie f lnance comnittee.

l{hen ruEh eeek b6gan in the fal l  quarter of 1946, we
had 14 actlves and f lve pledgeE, a!!d a houEe vlth no
furniture. We rented s truck and viEitod brother's BoIt,
Kirkland, and other Rnoxvil le Brothers, and borrolt cltoice
piecos of fuEnlture fron their ho\rses, Fortunat6ly our new
turnlture alriwed during the €scohd day of ru6h' and b)' the
end of, nrEh treek, the Phi sigs were back on c Bnpus l ' l l th 112
actlveE and pledges, al. l  but two of whom were veterans of
WWII. Their agie8 ran from eighteen to thirty-one' a!1d ex
mil l :ary ranks vent from Private to Lt. CoIoneI, vri th an
averege alte of about 25,



Yet, Etart lng from Bcratch wlth only fourteen hembera,
no houae, no furniture and no rnoney, wlthin a year, the Phi
Sig6 becane the hoBt Flowerful frat€rnity on the campus.

our f irst act, after aush treek, wa6 to have Navaihl l
internieEj.on part iea during whlch \.re wlned and dined over
4O0 of the campus b19 shots on t lro differant nights, Our ovn
grizzled v6teran6 dolrned whlte coatB and aprons, acted as
weiter6, ber tender6, and chauffeurs, Btothcr TonmY
Johnston furniFhed a V-A, photographer uho took picture€ of
each couple, Bnd the whole campue knew that the Phi StgE
were baqlt-

In the winter quartet, BrotherB Cordon Sams and Joe
Rogoski took cobtrol of a poli t ical party which hadn't won
En off j .ce in nino years. They made poLit ical deals lrhich
enabled our party to sweep every eloctive off, ice during the
Epr ihg  e l -6c t i on6 .

For the next fourteen yearE, a Phi Sig headed thig
pgll t ical party, and we have never aEain been in a LosinE
electlon. DurLng the€e fo\rrtoen yearg; four Phl Slgs served
as preEident of the student body, and we held many other
o f f l ces ,  I n  t he  Fa I l  Quer te r  o f ,  1954 ,  twon ty  th reo  Ph l  S ige
headed carnpua organlzationE aE President, Editor, etc.

D\rr ing those years, t l te Xi Deuteron Chaptex inf luence
\,tag elso ext6nded to our National Conventlons- the queBtlon
vEs alwayE, "what doea Tenne6Eee 8ay about that ' .  Brother
Bolt who served as crqnd Chapter vlce Pre6ldent f,or many
yearB, and l"ate! brother Harold Plerce, vho Bucceeded him to
becom€ the youngest Grand chapter Vlce Pre8ident 1n
history, (and later the youngost Crand Pr651dent) arrd our
del€gates, for many years, have been in the thick of Grand
chap t€ r  po l i t i ca l  ac t i v l  t l es .

our f insnclat planhing during those early Poat-war
years aL6o had paid off- Unti l  1956, the Alurnni AaEoclation
control led the Chapter Einances, They hired the Treaaure!
who waE responEible onty to the Alumni, and set fee6 and
dueE, control led expEndlturea, and made f inancial pol icy
through its Aluhrl l  Board of Ditectore.

A6 each brother who had loaned tho chapter money
graduated, his loan vaa repaid. In one brlef pef, lod aftat
t)1e6e loanE vere repald and sfter many of the veteran6 had
qraduated, f lnancial control once agaln lapsed into the
chaptor. ginancial dlsaFter foltowed, and vlthin tho short
space  o f  one  yea r  l h  t he  l a te  40 '6  the  chap te r ' ^ ten t  S11 ,000
in the red. The Alru0ni Asgociation onqe again tesuned
coitrol and once sgain hl,rcd an active hember to act ag
treaBurer. During those years from 1946 to 1956. The
trea8urer wa6 appointed by the Alunni A66ociatlon, and the



chapter had no voice in bls aPPointnent. Be functioned as a
pala busll lese l l lanager and Gxercised thoBe functionB now
exercieed by the t leaBure!, gtevard' and houBe nanager, ! ' l th

two assletaiLe who were trained to succeed hl ln, swapping off

the jobs of accountaDt and steuard. Except for that one
vear l  E ro the r  H .o .  schaad  o r  I ,  as  € Iumn l  f l nanc ia l
iaari iot", signed every check writt€n for chapter
exDendlture6 from 1946 dnti ' I  L964 then Brother colehan
tlcbuffey, who Eelved three years as treasurer, becane Alurnni
Ftnanci;I  Advlsor, to be lol lowed by Brother Bob witt ln
1966 u'hen Brothet'  McDuffey 6oved to Loutsvl l le'

Natura]Iy, many t imee the chapter vas unhaPpy with
ALumnI Dec161;n6 ana with our chgice of, trea6urer, but the
chapter Erew f inanclal ly stronger. within ten yearg' (bf,

1956) ,  we  l . I e re  ab le  to  pay  o f f  ou r  2o -yea r  $14 ' s00 -  mor tgage
on the houee, Iho houee vas refl 'nanced prior to the EaII

Quarter of 1956 and 912,0o0 uent into inprovements ' The
iront porch wa8 robuilt, E new kitchen bullt, the dovnstairs
f loors which had been Falrded to the nall6, was l i led' Anong

ot]ter inprouementE, th€ old war eurpluE bunks and hattresses
were discarded for ne\, lntelEprinq nattresseE al ld bun)<€ '

Erom 1946 to 1956, alt nen who l lved in the house !te!e
qharged for thre€ meal-s a daY' Out-of_To\'rn hen who-dtd not

I ive in the houae $tere charged for daily lunch and dinner'

inoxvlf:-e nen for funch, dnd 8lI bi l lB were payable nonthly

it  
"drr"tt""-tto 

pay, no 6at snd rnove out of the house' We

didn't hav; arir!  t igte in lhoee years. The 14 nen who
planned the chapter d€volopnent in 1946 looked for a houEo

which would elelp 40 rnen and feed 60 people at one t lhe-
i jui lng fg*o-sr nln l ived in the hou6e, and nen vaited to

move 1n at the f irst vacancy.

In recent years, vheh t lre caPacity was 32 , I  have b€6n

aBked where we kept 51 nen. The HoIe and Roost were
bairacks etyte. 

-Fourteen 
men l ived in ttre Hole and t$elve

nen on the ioost. Four men to each of the front four roons

on th. tucond f,Ioor, tht 'ee in the room at the head of tha

Utafa ut"i t",  and foul i t l  the back rootn' Brother Rogoski and

i-r i i . t"J a ioorn in whlch we altakehed to f ind rats Playing
!t1th our hair. Every t lme we entered, we could hear.a

;;;^p;; oi icurrytng- feet and aee the raLs dash for the

toi. 's f""atng oui i . t to the garage' vle kePt quiet about the

i i i",  f to"."ui, and rented the room out to brothers vith

datep during the winte! months.

our chapter strength vas tnaintained at 125 Inen almoEt

continuou6ly-- No prefercntial treatmelrt vas given to

married nenl senlois. or graduate Btudenta 6ither- as

i""" iai,  f inances, or activit les. Neither verd uh6re any

;J;;; ; i"; ; .  I  * i" t ' r".  oither 1n or out, and out meant

expulslon- Ttrere !,ore no called meetingE' Evory 0!16 was

;;6;;t .J to attend every function' tncludLns work part i€ts'



We had very l i t t le troubl€, deapite t]re har6h sound of thia,
for thl6 waB the accustomed way of l l fe to the wwII
veterans, and it  carrled over after they graduated. There
were  ve ry  few  f l ne6 ,  and  ve ry  l i e t l 6  gpec ia l  s66eBamen t .
Thq chapter va6 al loired one dollar per nan per nonth for
Eocial ectivit leE. fhere were no ru6h fees or ]{ork fee6.
Each year, the chapter'6 profi ts lde16 poured into the Alumni
Stnking Fund, so t} le chapter could start out anew
f inanc ia l l y  each  f s l l .  ' I he re  w6re  p rac t i ca l l y  no
unco I l 6c t i b le  accoun tB .

The brotlers worked in county and city electlons in
1947 and taiBed 9700 vhlch was uBed to build the Cernation
Rootn and inBtal l  the driveway by the €ide of the hou6e, AII
of, th6 work was done by the meh in the chapter. That
ihcluded cotlrplet6 relt j .r ing of the housa, plumblng lrork,
ca rpen te r  Hork ,  i ns ta l l j . ng  the  te r r sce ,  e t c .

l n  1956 ,  a f te r  t hB  $12 ,0OO re f l nanc ing ,  t he  chap te r  was
allowod to once again elect the treasurer and run thedr ovn
f , i nancos ,  The re  ve re ,  however ,  Eeve ra l  re6 t r i c t l onE :

t) Each menber was to make a $50 depoeit at the
s ta l t  o f  t he  fa I I  qua r te r  t o  Eecu re  t r16  b i l l .

2 )  The  a luhn i  adv i so !  nae  s t l l l  t o  s lgn  a l l
checks and Bupervige f ihances. (In 1952 , the
chapter treasurer startedr at aluronl requegt,
to co-sign checks vigh the alumnl f inanclal
advi Eor )

3) Tho chspter wsE to pay tbe Alumni A6sociat1on
9400 nonthly rent for elght months of, the
6chool, year.

4 )  Aby  t ime  th6  chap te r  cou ldn ' t  pay  the i r  b i l l s ,
there wag to be a sp€cj,al aBBessneht
su f f l c i en t  t o  pay  a l I  b i l l s .

Thee6 rules are st i lL in ef.fect etcept that the rebt i6
now 95oo monthly, and nen l iving In tho new house pay their
rooh rent dlrectly to th6 unlversity.

Unfortunately, after 1956, the f inancial oparations
deteriorated to a vely lneff icient operation. special
aEEeaEnents hav6 steadily incroased d\re malnly to l l t t le or
no food control in the kitchen. Cost controls have been
abandoned. s€veraf thousand dollars have been IoEt t 'y rnen
leaving school and not paying thelr fraterni ly biI l€.

As the chapter f, inances deteriorated, the chapter also
deterlorated. In 195e, t l .e Phi SLgs \.ton both Boftball  end
basketball  and had a strong chapter, but by 1961, the
chaptor rras down to undor 50 nen and only pl-€dged 17 nev nen



during ru6h. Morale tea6 low, anal Ieadership alnoBt
nonexiatent. Speciel asaeEamentg amounted to 64tS per active
rnehber in the Spring Quarter of 1961.

During theae three years from 1958 to 1961, there was
very l itt le elunni supervision, Brother Bolt had EteppEd
down a6 Chapter Advj.6or in 1958 aft6r servilrq in that
capacity since 1946 when brother Kirkland noved to North
earolinA. We 9ti11 siqned the checks ahd collected our $5OO
nonthly r6nt, Bnd rnade sure that the bil lE were paid. l le
pa ld  o f f  the  $12,OOO r€ f lnanc lng  ahd owned the  houee f ree
and clear. Yet, evsn with the house aII pald for and vlth
7O0 nen going through rush, only t7 |nen were pledged in the
fa l l  o f  1961.

I was a6ked by the aLumni to becorne Chapter Advlsor in
1951, and wa6 appointed shortly af,ter rush w;e)( that falL
guqrter. At the fir6t neeting, I had to Euspend the neeting
becauEe there ,asn't even a lfuorun of the active qhapter
p_reEent at a leguLar chapter rneeting. I told thgse present
that if the otholE vere not lnterested and the chaotlr
Wanted to erlpel, not BUspend, but expel thoee who were no
Ionge in te reBted.  I  wouLd go  a lonE v i th  them.  I  a lEo to ld
them tha t  i f  the l r  o f f l cers  weren ' t  car ry ing  ou t  the l r
dutleE and they u'antsd to 6lect nev officers it wouldn't be
the fir6t t lrne lt had happened. The next Monday rright,
every active nembet va6 pregent.

The Chepter didn't reaLly begln to cone to ]Ife untiL
the f,all quarter in 1962. This wa€ after Brother Bolt and I
had takeb mild dtscipllnary action againEt the chapter in
ths precedlng sunner quarter, particularly agalnst two
act inq  o f f l cers .

MoraL Has very poor at the start of, the fall cruarcer,
Durinc lrork week, brothers BoIt, Rogo6ki, sams, Ha;ry Jon66
(a.former two tlme pre€idedt of the chepter who had al6o
served ac preBident of, ttre Etudent body) and I, called a
neeting and deliveled Bn ultimatun. OnIy tvelve nen were
livlnq 1n the hou6e- If they weren't intercgted in having a
fraternity house, we would close it up- If they didn't waht
a fraternlty, we wouLd surrehder the charter to the crand
Ch.pter unti l we could f, ind nen lrho were }' l l l ing to \york to
put the ohapter back on top trhere it belonged, We couldn't
go on ghe wdy we weEe goj.ng, We vanted ths house fi l led,
and ye uanted at lea6t 50 new pledges j.n tha coming rush
veek, othsrvlse lte would take it for granted that they
dj.dn't want a fEaternl ty.

ThoY didn't pledge 50 nev hen, but they d1d pledge 34
hew men, twice a6 rnany aE the previous year. After t] le
plcdg6 banquet I  had a l i t t le talk hl i th Brother Kelt  ReeI,
the chapter pre6ident,  about poor organlzat ion, ru6h, ahd



eo-Bo  e f fo r t  ge t t i ng  so -6o  re6u1 ts ,  A IEo  as  to  why  he  had
pernltted dlrty song€ and dirty joker at the pledge banquet.

Sunday tnorning, the chapter had a nsetlng and before
the day was ove!, t tre chapt€r had pledged seventeen
addit l-or-al men. They vent ov6r the l lst6 in the Sunday
tnornlng Faper, made a 11st of Ruehees they were intorelrted
in end hadn't plodged a fraternlty. The brotherE 6pli t  up
and went sfter them. They had the 50 pledges the alumnj. had
aEked  fo r .

The chapter had come alive. At the f irst post
ruEh-week rneeting, morEle wa6 Eky hlgh. The chapter had
Iearned that work and organizatlon did pay off and that IOO%
effort got 1002 le6ults, Brother Reel, the president, and
Brother Ray Hsnry, pledge captaln, had €pent con€iderabl,e
t ine on thelr p1anE f,or that rneetlng. It  waB probably one
of, the be6t organized rneetl.ngs ev€r held at l30L Laurel
Avenue. Everything for the cgninE quarter r,raB vell  plannod,
including plBng f,or gett ing back to +1,.

Tbe chapter worked hard that year and made progreEs.
In the Fall  Quarter of 1953, 65 nen wele pledqed. Ih the
fal l  quarter of 1.964 the chaptet wa6 turning away nen vho
!,anted to pledge Phi Stgna Kappa. Men vere call lng the
hou6e wanting to know what th€y had to do !o pledge, The
shapter f inalLy hsd to qult pledging after lhey hed pledged
82 nen. The top 82 lnetl goinq tbrough rush, E'or dayE after
tbat alunni \+'ere Etopplng me on the atreet and call ing rne to
aBk hou on ealrth we pledqed this boy o! that boy for he va6
auppoged to go SAE or Siqma Cht, etc, fhele wa6 no que€tion
but thst the Phi S19F Eot the boys the qther fraternit ieE
lranted. 1965 wa8 alBo a voly 6ucce6sful ruEh week, and 1966
aaw the Phl SigE agaln leadlng aLl other f,ratornlt iea in
ru6h.

. Too much crcdit can not be glven Uo Brothers Ken Reel,
Ray Henry, Roger . lenne, and the other preEidentE and
off lcerE $ho €erved during the t ime the chepter started back
in the FaII Quarter of 1961 and during the qualtcrs ,which
havE fol lowed. Nor can too much credlt be glvsn to th6
chdpters of 1961-1966 and the brotherg within- Ihese vele
tl tc brothers 'rho pald the price to put the Phl Sigs back on
top where they belonged. These \rere the brothera who worked
and sacrif lcBd to get the chapter ready to take on ttte
obllgatlonB of a new $300,00o fraternity houBe, even though
they knev they vould never I ive In this house thehaelveE.
The€6 were the brothers who worked to learn, who pfanned and
organlzed thelr €ffort, and wlto trained and taught the new
brother5 to capital lze on t lrelr auccesF and avoid th€ir
ntatakea. Dld they succeed?

In the gchool year 1965-66, the Phi sig6 won the
Volley-BalI Charnpionship and 6pir i t  of the Hll, I  Tlophy in



the FaII Quarter- They won ALI-Sing and were runner-ups 1n
bask€tball  ln the wlnter entarter. They vere Carnicu6
fineltr6ts end won tha softball  champlonEhip Ln the gpring
quarter. No othe! fraternlty could metch thoEe
achievementa.

Nor cab too nuch cred{t be Elven to Brgther Frank
H€ndrix who became chapter sdvi6o! In May, 1964. He vorked
wlth the chapter durj.ng the6e paat tvo years while CarI
Vlampler arrd I worked on the plan6 and congtruction of our
lrcw houEe. And to Col-elnan McDuffee and Bob Wltt,  Nho have
uorked vith the chspter aE aluhni f lhancial advisorS durinq
th ie  pe r iod ,

I have wrltten this brisf history to acqualnt our
undergraduate brothere with the problena and mistakes
through our years frorn beglnning to pre6ent, These probletns
forever r€rnain the Eame and chapter nir luteB tsken in 19Gs
read almost verbatim to those of 1925-ngney, nanpo.!,re!,
part lea, events, etc, I  aIEo wrote thig to acquaint them
wl th  one  p ropc r  so lu t i on  to  these  p rob1emB.

Durlng our second historic period, qlumni twic6 relaxed
the l r  v i g i l ance ,  and  tw ice  d i sas te r  s t ruck .  i n  1948  and
aua ln  i n  1959-61 .  I  wou ld  a l so  l l ke  to  ca I I  a t t en t l on  to
th€ faot that thlc exp€rience guff,ered in 1959-51 \a'q6 not
unique to our chapter. Al l  Chepterd on carlpuc suffered the
aame experlence. ThoEe dithout alunnl aFsistance 6uff€red
much nore thqn t}toae vlth alumni. asEistance" One fraternity
rnrent inactlve and has newer returned. One f,raternlty got
down to B6ven men, and thelr natlonal lraternltv transf,erred
mEmberE from other col legeE to UT to heLp then iush,
Several fraternit les had leas than 20 Fenbera and were
p!€dgi.rg twelve or fourteen nen. Ihese chapger6 are ln the
procoss of, f ,ecovering even today, but no fraternity on th16
danpud I or perhaps qny campua, bas accornpliehod the reEultg
by the men of Xi Deuteron or accomplished f inanciel ly what
we have acconpLlshed \t i thin the paEt tkenty year6.

Duling my Hork with aluqnl representativeB of other
fraternlt ieG, and sith univeraity pereoDneL, i t  vas very
apparent that w6 had solved the problens EtiL] pIagul.ng the
other fraternit ie6. Many t lnes univerEity off icials totd me
that, gxcept for scholarGhip, Phi Slg'ma Kappa was one of the
top frat6lnit i€6 at Ut, and that we had the be6t f inanciaf
record of any fratehity on thls canpus, ahd I rnlght add
that this ls alao true aE pertaihs to our etanding wlthin
our National Grand Chapler.

Yet, with our house al l  paid for and over 8OO freshsen
goiDg through our hou€e at the beginnibg of ru€h week, l t
took uE f lom the f,al l  quarter of, 1961 to the faII quarter of
1964- ThEee years with conElderable alumni aBslBtance to
accomplish nhat we ac€omplistred back 1n 1946, ln just one
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year ,  s ta r t i ng  w l th  no  money ,  no  house  o r  f u rn l t u re ,  on l y  14
tnen and very ] i t t ]e alumni guidance. Vlhy wa6 that?

The difference lraB that in 1946, our chapter 1r'a6
composed of nature lnen- The avef,age age of the blothelB who
graduated vith m6 trae 27, rny eraact age at that t j-rne. Two
were thj.rty-three years of age and t l :e youngeet was
twenty-four, Our entlro chapter, even after ru6h.week
awelled our rankg to 112 members ahd pledgee vas conposed of
wwlI VeteranE rrho were accuatomed to pl.anning, organizatlon,
and concehtratsd l,0OZ to thi6 effort. thig f ias al l  larneDted
by a bond of, fraternal coxrespondence, vla the phi S19
Neweletter, betwoen the returnj.ng menberE, the fourteen men,
lrho \r 'ere the leaders in the fraternj.ty, with announced plans
f,or rnaklng the fraternity the best on this campu6.

That i6 nhy we Gelected the hause at L301. Laurel
Avenue- It  had an impoBlng appearaDce and could feed gixty
nen alr ons t lhe, and \{e planned for a chapter of in exce69
of lOO m€n. Vle reject€d Eeveral- hou6es beaause they lrould
only sLeep 24 men and had l lrr l i tod dininE space- al l  of thig
lrhere we had LesB than 9140, and we didn't know were the
monay waE comlng from to pay for l t ,  yet $e \. le!e cure of our
abil l ty to ralse the neceBsaly f,undE. Our ruEhing BlggEn
tha t  yea r ,  vh€n  the  SAE 's ,  ATO 's ,  S iEma gh i ' s ,  Rappq  S lgs ,
and Phi Cah6, irho had not closed their houdes durihg the
\rar, with a years start on us and much nore to work vilh
already had chapterB of up to 15O rnen before rush week even
Etarted, raE riwe a!6 going to be the top frateEnity on the
canpuB, and you can h€l,p us. Join those other fraternit ies,
ahd you l.r i l l  be Lost ln the crovd. Join us, and you caD
tnove to the top". Many of th€ tnen ve pledgod were not
rushed by any other fraternit lea. Vle were not intere6ted in
BoclaI background, Echolarship background, or anything
except nanpo\re! to pay our f inancial obl lgationB.

During tho l. ]ar ,  you didn't s61€ct the nen ln your
outf i t ,  You took what you were giveh and made soldlerE out
of, thetn, at ld ve knew that we could lahe any ex-G.I. and make
a top fraternity marl of hirn, aDd lre did. De6l) i te our
menbershlp whlch aoon grev to L25 men, we had a cloge
fraternlty. Wlth 51 hen l lvtng in the hou6e, fraternity
activit le6 centered in the house. We part ied together and
vaked togsther.

Thi€ ls no longer true, our pledgBa are 17 o! I8 years
oId nl,th practlcal" l ,y no experience In plannlhg or
orgaRlzation, and accustomed to huch nore adult .guidance
than lJe w€re accustohed to at tl.'at age, They have to be
taught and trained, and that is whY it took three yearE to
acconplish ln the early 6O's and onLy one yaar wlth far
fewer phy6ical a6s6ts ln 1945- I doubt i f  any other
fratelnlty ever had, or ever lr i l l  have ttte agsega that the
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l l l6n of 1945 had beceuBe tho66 aBsets far exc€eded Erry nere
phys i ca l  asse t6 .

We sti l f  have the sane probLems, but now our older
undergraduate brothers have agsumeal ttreib training, and
!!9y, fn turn teach the never men each yeatr. :n i6of ana
1962, wo taught our nen that aLl off iceis had three jobB:

1) to do hiE Job better than anyone else could do

2) To Isarh the Job of the nan up over hin Bo
that vh6n he moved up, he could do a better
job then the nan he replaced,

3) To train the nan under hin so that irhen th16
nan rGplaced hln, he could do a better Job
than he had done.

l . l e  a l so  j . ns t i l l ed  1n  theEe  hen  t vo  des l l eF l

1 )  I f  a  j ob  iE  vo r th  do ing  a t  a l l ,  i t  lE  wor th
dolng to the best of your abil i ty

'  
2) I f  you belong to an outf l t !  have enoug:h ptide

1n yoursel,f ,  to want to belong to the best, and
work to rnake it  the best.

How well did thiB t lainl,ng take? Hov lrel1 did the nen
tn 1961-1965 Learn the above 1igsons? Our reoord frorn 1.984
to 1966 Epeaks fo! the excelLent wolk done by th6 brotherg
of 1961-1965 chapter for the brothers who foi lor,r:

1) Wlnrier of Splr i t  of rhe HiII Trophy-pa1l-
Quarte r

2l Intrarnural Volleyball  Chanpions-fal l  gualter
3 )  W j .nne r  o f  A I l -S ing ,  W in te r  eug r te r
4) Runner-ups, Intrahural Ba6k6tbal l

ChampionEhlp, Winter
5 )  F ina l i s t s ,  l n  Carn i cu6 ,  sp r i hg  eua r te r
6) Intranural SoftbalI Charnpion6, SpEllIg euarEer.

There lrere othet accompli sl l l lents, but t l :6se were ttre
malor ohes. Yet in 1952, th€ Chapter woh one trophy two
inches hi9h, by col,eman McDuffee Ln the president-.6- Tricycle
Race, h€ vaa ttre only preBldent small enough to Eit ln the
tr lcycle- In 1961 we pledged only seventeon nen during
rueh, yet by 1964 we v€re turning theh away and gett int the
best nen golng through ruBh.

. ThiE 1E why cloEe rapport bet 'deen the alurnni and the
chapter 1E Lmportant, The fratorhitteB wrth close alurrl lr i
cooperatlon and gl-r idance are t l te top fraternit ie€ on this
canpua conaiEtently. That i6 nhy it  is trnportant that the
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o f f l c6 rs  and  o lde r  b ro the r6  take  the i r  pos i t l ons  o f
Iead_ershlp 6eriously and eccept the responsibi l i ty a6 vell-
: .  + h a  F ^ E i  l " i ^ h

Already in this 1966 FalI guarter, the phl Sigs have
Ied alL ot$er fraternlt iea in ruBhing and again repeated a6
volleybaLl charnpione. At the footbatl 9ame6, even the n6v,
frestrmen are acsuatoned to hearlng the phi Sigs , 'orange and
whlte cannon boom" when Tennesgee scores. The phi Siqs are
o f f  t o  ano the r  t op  yea r .  Le t - s  keep  I t  t ha t  way .

The chapter by no!.t hs6 learned how to accornpliEh their
oblectives. In addit ion to continulnq th€ good ,,,ork done by
the 1965-66 chapter, the chapter must improve on thell
record, and the chapte! each succeeding year muet inprove on
the  reco rd  o f  Lhe  p rev iouG yes r .

Two maJor unsdlved problems face our Chapter:

L) To instalL and perfsct budgeting cohtrol over
ou r  f i nanc ia l  ope ra t j .  on .

2 )  To  ma te r la l l y  lmprove  ou !  scho las t i c  s tand ing
to  where  we  w i I I  conE is ten t l y  be  i n  t he  top
thlee -

Too hany poopLe take a negatlve att i tude and Bay the
S iqna  Ch i ' 6 ,  f o r  exanp le ,  a l vaye  f i n iBh  i n  th6  top  th ree
acho las t l ca l l y  becauee  lhey  p Iedge  on l y  men  wL th  top  h igh
achoo l  g raa leB .  Bunk l  !  Tha t  i 6  pu re  ra t i ona l i za t i on ,  o r  i n
the  bue ineee  wor ld ,  1 t  l s  known  a6  a  " veak  excuse" .

Posit ive thlnking 1s the anE\rer, t  have seen hiqh
school honor BtudentE j.n our chapter f lunk out, And i have
6een Phi Sig6 l^ ' i th average hlgh school grades becohe honor
students.

The power of posit lve thinking together vlth a destre
to- nak6 qood grades ls 6a6entia1. Then intol l lgent
ochedullng of t ime, and determined applicationc of good
study habits froh evely nan in the chapter wiII  put us in
the top three. 8ut agaj.n, the brothers who have learned lro.eJ
uil l  heve to traln the others and quido them unti l  they have
al6o l"earned how and can, 1n tu!n, traln others- We nay not
achieve our goal thig year, but the rrork you do thls year
wil l  b6 reflected in the Chapter's Etanding next year and ln
thq fol lowing years, JuBt aB the succe9s you are enjoylng
reflectB the vork of the brothers frorn 1961 to 1966-


